


















































































BADGER PRAIRIE County Park (Town of Verona/City of Verona, 350.2 acres) 
Badger Prairie County Park is located at the eastern edge of the City of Verona at the intersection of CTH 
MV and USH 151. Recently, the City of Verona constructed a library off Enterprise Drive which provides a 
new western entrance to the park. A variety of recreation uses take place at the park including aeromodel­
ing, dog exercise area, soccer, lacrosse, and mountain biking. Recommendations: 

• Construct a bicycle pedestrian path/entrance to the park from Cross Country Road that provides con­
nection to the Military Ridge State Trail. 

• Construct a bicycle pedestrian underpass at CTH MV to the Military Ridge State Trail parking lot. 
• Complete a Master Plan for the park that incorporates the new library and future plans for the Badger 

Prairie Health Care Facility. 
• Construct a new shelter restroom north of the dog exercise area. 

Preparing for takeoff 
at the Badger Prairie 
County Park Aero­
modeling Field. 

BRIGHAM County Park (Town of Blue Mounds, 120.2 acres) 
Brigham County Park is located on CTH F just northeast of the Village of Blue Mounds and is named after 
Ebenezer Brigham, one of the first to homestead in the area. The park offers camping and outstanding pano­
ramic views of the surrounding countryside. Recommendations: 

• Improve signage throughout the park. 
• Replace park master sign. 
• Create hiking/mountain bike trail to Blue Mounds State Park. 
• Consider expanding park boundaries, including a continuous corridor south and east to Military Ridge 

State Trail and west to Blue Mounds State Park. 
• Work with the Village to develop a bicycle trail connector from the park to Military Ridge State Trail. 
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CAMROCK County Park (Town of Christiana, 439.9 acres) 
CamRock County Park is located along the Koskonong Creek between the Villages of Cambridge and Rock­
dale. The original park property acquisition was made possible through efforts of the Cambridge Foundation 
and Dane County Park Commission. Mountain biking and cross country skiing are popular recreation uses. 
Recommendations: 

• Begin implementing recommendations of the park's 2006 Master Plan. 

DONALD County Park (Town of Springdale, 538.4 acres) 
located along USH 92 south of Mount Horeb, Donald County Park was made possible by a donation of I 05 
acres from the Donald/Woodburn family in 1993. The park has potential to become a premier equestrian 
destination with an extensive trail system and also offers outstanding hiking, trout fishing and picnicking op­
portunities. Recommendations: 

• Continue implementing recommendations of the park's 2005 Master Plan. 

FESTGE County Park (Town of Berry, 155.6 acres) 
Festge County Park is located along USH 14 between the Villages of Cross Plains and Black Earth. Festge 
County Park has an overlook area that provides panoramic views of the Black Earth Creek valleys. Recom­
mendations: 

• Acquire lands/easements to protect views from the overlook area. 
• Expand boundary to include connection to Swamplovers parcel. 

FISH CAMP County Park (Town of Dunn, 15.6 acres) 
located at the end of Fish Camp Road off CTH B, this park's primary use is the boat landing for water access 
to the lower Yahara River and lake Kegonsa. In 1934, the Wisconsin Conservation Department hired sein­
ing crews and established rough-fish camps. Fish Camp launch was one of several rough fish removal facili­
ties. Carp were harvested by seining and herded into holding pens. They were shipped live in tanks and 
trucks to stock ponds in other states or packed in ice and sent by rail to fresh fish markets in Chicago and 
New York. Over 9,000 tons of rough fish were harvested at this fish camp during the years of operation. 
The WDNR discontinued Yahara lakes seining in 1969 because of declining carp markets and increasing op­
eration costs. Recommendations: 

• Develop interpretive signage and exhibits pertaining to the historical rough fish removal operations that 
took place at the park. 

• Acquire lands north of park to facilitate future development of lower Yahara River trail. 
• Begin planning for bridge and boardwalk facilities required for implementation of the lower Yahara River 

Trail. 

FISH LAKE County Park (Town of Roxbury, 2.9 acres) 
Fish lake County Park is located on the northwest shore of Fish lake and is primarily used for boat access to 
the lake. Only electric boat motors are allowed on the lake. Fish lake is 252 acres in size and has a maxi­
mum depth of 62 feet. It is one of only a handful of southern Wisconsin lakes that are capable of supporting 
a coldwater cisco population. Recommendations: 

• Consider working with WDNR to relocate boat launch facility to Lussier County Park on east side of 
lake. 

• Include park in a Master Plan that would include recommendations for future recreation development of 
Fish lake and Lussier County Parks, as well as all lands within the Fish lake Natural Resource Area. 
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GOODLAND County Park (Town of Dunn, 13.9 acres) 
Goodland County Park is located on the western shore of Lake Waubesa and provides a variety of recreation 
facilities including picnic areas, tennis, basketball and volleyball courts, ball diamond, unsupervised swimming 
beach and boat launch facility. Recommendations: 

• Replace and relocate permit kiosk to central area of boat landing turn around at ramp. 

INDIAN LAKE County Park (Town of Berry, 480.9 acres) 
Indian Lake County Park is located along STH 19 approximately 2 miles west of USH 12. The park includes a 
historic chapel building atop a wooded hill with overlook that provides outstanding views of the park and sur­
rounding hillsides. This park is used extensively for cross country skiing during the winter. Only electric 
boat motors are allowed on the lake. Recommendations: 

• Increase park acreage by approximately 250 acres. Acquisition areas include buffers to the north shore 
of the lake, as well as the headwaters to the lake that are north and east of the park and contain wetlands 
and springs. 

• Replace permit board with 3 sided informational kiosk that would be centrally located in parking area. 
• Relocate historical marker to more accessible and visible location. 
• Continue repair/restoration work on stairs to overlook and on warming house. 

JENNI AND KYLE Preserve (City of Fitchburg, 160.3 acres) 
The Jenni and Kyle Preserve began in 1989 with a generous donation from Patricia and Harvey Wilmeth as a 
memorial to their two grandchildren, Jenni and Kyle, who both died at the age of 4 of a degenerative neuro­
logical disease. This park was designed and developed with the intent of providing children and persons with 
disabilities a place to enjoy outdoor activities and learn about natural environments. Recommendations: 

• Develop interpretive signage throughout the park. 
• Complete an accessible path and waterfowl observation area surrounding the wetland complex south of 

the ponds. 
• Contract with an artist to design and install a mural on the shelter fac;ade. 

Children hoping for a bite at the Jenni & 
Kyle Preserve. 



LAFOLLETTE County Park (Town of Pleasant Springs, 28.6 acres) 
Lafollette County Park is located on the eastern shore of Lake Kegonsa on Williams Drive. The park is very 
linear in nature and includes a small picnic shelter, restroom and play equipment. Use of this park is limited 
due to its close proximity to Lake Kegonsa State Park. Recommendations: 

• Consider transfer of park to the Department of Natural Resources as a potential addition to the State 
Park. 

• Provide increased shore fishing opportunities at the lock on the Yahara River. 

LAKE FARM CENTENNIAL State Park (City of Madison/Twn. of Blooming Grove, 588.6 acres) 
This park is a combination of the historic Lake Farm County Park and new lands purchased by the WDNR to 
establish a new Centennial State Park commemorating the I 00th anniversary of the Wisconsin State Park sys­
tem. It is located along the Capital City Trail on Libby Road west of Lake Waubesa and forms the eastern 
end of the Dane County E-Way. The park was previously listed as "Capital Springs Centennial State Park and 
Recreation Area" in the 2001-2005 County Park and Open Space Plan. 
Recommendations: 

• The State and County are in the process of completing a Master Plan for the park that is anticipated to be 
finished by early 2007. Future park development and acquisitions would follow recommendations found 
in the plan. 

LAKE VIEW Hill County Park (City of Madison, 41.3 acres) 
Located on Northport Drive on the north side of the City of Madison, this park aims to conserve both natu­
ral and cultural resources, while also offering recreation uses such as walking trails, an area to fly kites and 
watch fireworks. The buildings on the site are on the National Register of Historic Places and originally func­
tioned as a County tuberculosis sanitarium from 1930 to 1966. Currently, the buildings are being used as of­
fice space for Dane County Health and Human Services. A newly forming Friends group has been working 
actively on vegetation management of woodland areas and overall stewardship of the property. 
Recommendations: 

• Continue vegetation restoration efforts per Applied Ecological Services management plan. 
• Work jointly with the Friends to prepare a Master Plan for the property that addresses restoration, rec­

reation and management goals for the entire property. 

LUSSIER County Park (Town of Roxbury, 133.2 acres) 
Lussier County Park is located on the eastern shore of Fish Lake and was made possible by a significant dona­
tion from John H. Lussier. The property includes approximately 3000 feet of shoreline and a small parking 
area. Some prairie restoration and vegetative management efforts are already underway. 
Recommendations: 

• Include park in a Master Plan that would include recommendations for future recreation development of 
Fish Lake and Lussier County Parks, as well as all lands within the Fish Lake Natural Resource Area. 
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MCCARTHY Youth and Conservation Park (Town of Sun Prairie, 263.5 acres) 
This park is located about six miles east of Madison on CTH TT. The original park lands were donated by 
Russell and Ella McCarthy with the objective of providing "a place where kids from the city could learn about 
nature." A Master Plan was prepared for the park in 1994 with this theme in mind and recommends develop­
ment of park facilities such as natural play areas, horse and livestock demonstration arenas, camping, trails, 
ponds, mountain bike training area, and a ropes course. Recommendations: 

• Develop group campground at north end of property. 
• Develop equestrian group camp. 
• Develop natural playground area at first parking lot with small shelter. 
• Acquire additional lands east, north and west of the park for expansion of trail and wetland restoration 

projects. 
• Develop additional recommendations of 1994 Master Plan as funding allows. 

MENDOTA County Park (Town of Westport, 19.0 acres) 
Mendota County Park is located along CTH M at the eastern edge of the City of Middleton along the north 
shore of Lake Mendota. The park is used very heavily as more of a neighborhood park; however, it does still 
provide regional benefit as it is the only campground available on Lake Mendota. Recommendations: 

• Consider extending the canal further north and creating a sediment trap area that could also provide ad­
ditional shore fishing opportunities. 

PRAIRIE MORAINE County Park (Town of Verona, 161.4 acres) 
Prairie Moraine County Park is located on CTH PB about I mile south of Badger Prairie County Park. The 
primary uses of the park are the Ice Age Trail corridor along one of the best examples of a terminal moraine 
in southern Wisconsin and an extremely popular dog exercise area. Recommendations: 

• Continue working with the Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation to develop interpretive signage along exist­
ing trails and at the overlook area. 

• Expand park boundary north, east, and south to protect the terminal moraine and other glacial features, 
upland oak woodlands and scenic views as well as to provide an adequate buffer for these features. 

Looking north towards the terminal moraine 
from the dog exercise area at Prairie Moraine 
County Park. 



RILEY-DEPPE County Park (Town of Medina, 12.9 acres) 
This park is located on STH 19 just west of the Village of Marshall on a millpond impoundment of the Maune­
sha River. Facilities including shelter, picnic area, play equipment, and small boat launch are primarily used on 
a very local level. Further interest in a regional water trail on the Maunesha River and possible future crea­
tion of a regional bicycle pedestrian trail may make this park a trail hub for northeast Dane County. 
Recommendations: 

• The Village recently completed a Park and Open Space Plan and is working on restoration plans for the 
Maunesha River. Contact Village officials to identify potential partnerships for future trail development 
and river restoration projects. 

SALMO Pond (Town of Berry, 7.5 acres) 
This park is located on USH 14 immediately south of Festge County Park. 
The property is owned by the WDNR, however, Dane County has a 99 year management lease that allows it 
to operate and maintain the property as a County park. Dane County recently completed a shoreline resto­
ration project that enhances bank fishing opportunities. The DNR is in the process of completing vegetation 
management practices along Black Earth Creek. Recommendations: 

• Consider pavement resurfacing at parking area. 
• Pave accessible trail to fishing pier. 

SILVERWOOD County Park (Town of Albion, 283.9 acres) 
This property is located in the southeastern corner of the county along STH I 06. The concept of this future 
park began with a donation of land from Irene Silverwood. The vision for this park is to provide a place for 
people from the city to visit and experience a working farm environment. The property also includes a ma­
ture oak woodlot and shoreline frontage on Rice Lake. The land is currently under lease agreement to be 
actively farmed through 2009 and has no public access. Recommendations: 

• Complete a Master Plan for future development of the park. 
• Explore demonstration areas of old and new cropping methods, and how farming and recreation use can 

co-exist on the same property. 

STEWART County Park (Town of Blue Mounds, 176.3 acres) 
Stewart County Park is located on CTH JG immediately north of the Village of Mount Horeb. This park is 
nearly 70 years old and was the County's first park in the system. The County recently completed an ex­
tensive water quality improvement project to reduce the amount of sediment being washed into the lake. 
Phase two of lake restoration efforts will include dredging and aquatic habitat improvement. Recommenda­
tions: 

• Complete a Master Plan for the park that identifies future park boundary expansion areas, new access 
points into the park and additional recreation facility development that may include an off leash dog exer­
cise area. 

• Construct accessible shore fishing platforms at the lake. 
• Complete dredging and habitat restoration work at Stewart Lake that includes creation of a small craft 

launch site. 
• Acquire buffer lands east of the park and lands to the west to provide connection to STH 92. Consider 

acquisition of conservation easements on adjacent lands to maintain rural viewsheds of surrounding hill­
sides from within the park. 
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TOKEN CREEK County Park (Town of Burke, 417.9 acres) 
Token Creek County Park is located near the intersection of Interstate 90-94 and USH 51. The park is per­
haps best known for its very popular disc golf course. Token Creek is the only stream in northeastern Dane 
County with the potential to support a cold water fishery. Dane County Parks and the WDNR are currently 
working on a stream restoration project within the park to stabilize banks and improve habitat. Recom­
mendations: 

• Complete a Master Plan for the park that takes into account possible relocation of the park entrance to a 
southeast location. 

• Investigate potential addition of 9 holes to the disc golf course. 

VIKING County Park (Towns of Dunkirk and Pleasant Springs, 83.3 acres) 
Viking County Park is located on the Yahara River north of Stoughton on CTH N. A bicycle-pedestrian path 
and bridge was recently completed that connects the park to the City of Stoughton. Upgrades have recently 
been done to the parking lot and dog exercise area. Recommendations: 

• Consider replacing small open shelter near lagoon. 
• Work with WDNR on shoreline restoration and habitat improvement projects throughout the park. 

WALKING IRON County Park (Town of Mazomanie, 316.6 acres) 
Walking Iron County Park is located in northwestern Dane County adjacent to the Village of Mazomanie. 
The park contains native sand prairies and a segment of Black Earth Creek. Access to the park is primarily 
through the Lions Park in the Village of Mazomanie. Recommendations: 

• Acquire additional property 
north and east of the park with 
possible connections to the 
WDNR Lower Wisconsin 
Riverway lands. 

• Explore expansion of equestrian 
trails into newly acquired lands 
as available and consider possi­
ble connection to Blackhawk 
state riding area. 

Pasque Rowers at Walking Iron County Park. 

YAHARA HEIGHTS County Park (Town of Westport, 140.5 acres) 
This park is located at the intersections of CTH M and STH 113 along the Yahara River. The primary use is 
as an off-leash dog exercise area; there is also a canoe landing area along the river. Recommendations: 

• Relocate entry road access and parking area from Catfish Court to River Road. 

DANE COUNTY PARKS & OPEN SPACE PLAN 2006-2011 



NATURAL RESOURCE AREAS 

A natural resource area consists of lands that contain valuable natural resources or greenbelt corridors that 
were identified through a public process. Project area boundaries can include a mixture of private and pub­
licly owned lands, and decisions by private landowners to participate in any conservation programs or prac­
tices are purely voluntary. Ideally, lands protected within these project areas should be large, contiguous 
blocks that may include a mixture of agricultural working lands, water, wetlands, steep topography, prairie 
and forests. Some of these lands may be protected through fee title purchase, however, much of the protec­
tion of larger landscapes can be achieved through purchase of conservation easements and continue to re­
main under private ownership. Land or easements are only purchased from willing sellers. During the public 
input process, there was considerable interest in placing more emphasis and priority on wetland protection 
and restoration. 

Creation of these larger areas will provide enough space to incorporate some limited recreation use without 
impacting the resource and also allow natural vegetation management practices such as burning to take place 
within them. Lands protected within natural resource areas are often owned by multiple public agencies, 
therefore, it is critical that the County work jointly with these other agencies to insure cohesive resource 
and recreation management. 

Acreages listed are for the entire project area boundary, and do not represent the actual amount of acreage 
under County ownership. 

NEW NATURAL RESOURCE AREAS 

KOSHKONONG CREEK Natural Resource Area (Town of Sun Prairie, 3599.8 acres) 
This project area is new to this plan and was not included in any prior County Parks and Open Space Plans. 
This project area spans from the City of Sun Prairie south to Interstate 94 and the northern tip of the Bloom­
ing Grove Drumlin Natural Resource Area. It also includes environmental corridor lands northeast of 
McCarthy County Park that drain into the Koshkonong Creek. The vision for this project area is that it 
would become a greenbelt corridor between the Cities of Sun Prairie, Madison and the Village of Cottage 
Grove while also providing a rural transition into the Town of Sun Prairie. This corridor could provide a di­
versity of benefits including flood mitigation, wetland restoration potential, and future recreation opportuni­
ties such as shore fishing and trails. Protection of these lands is also expected to include working farms that 
exist throughout the drainage district areas. 

STARKWEATHER CREEK Natural Resource Area (City of Madison, Town of Burke, 2372.8 acres) 
This proposed Natural Resource Area would extend from the confluence of Starkweather Creek at Lake 
Monona north and east, including both branches of Starkweather Creek. The proposed boundary includes 
environmental corridor identified in the 1983 Water Quality Plan for Starkweather Creek plus additional area 
as recommended by the City of Madison Parks Department that extend to adjacent watersheds of Cherokee 
Marsh, Token Creek, Door Creek, and Koshkonong Creek. The Dane County Airport is the largest prop­
erty owner in the watershed. Lands protected within this proposed Natural Resource Area are primarily en­
visioned to provide lake and water quality protection, water and land based trails, upland vegetation buffers 
and wildlife habitat. The project boundary included in this plan is based on information in the City of Madi­
son's draft Comprehensive Plan. This boundary should be revised in the future as local units of government 
complete more detailed neighborhood plans for developing areas. 

DANE COUNTY PARKS & OPEN SPACE PLAN 2006-2011 



EXISTING NATURAL RESOURCE AREAS 

BADGER MILL CREEK Natural Resource Area (Town of Verona, 623.1 acres) 
This project area includes wetlands and adjacent upland buffer lands along the lower stretch of Badger Mill 
Creek. The WDNR is currently looking at reclassifying Badger Mill Creek as a "cool water fishery," indicat­
ing it does have the potential to sustain some trout populations. Recommendations: 

• Expand project area boundary to include Wisconsin Department of Transportation lands north and west 
and connect with the Sugar River Natural Resource Area. 

BLACK EARTH CREEK Natural Resource Area (Towns of Black Earth, Berry, Mazomanie, Cross 
Plains, Middleton, 11,630.7 acres) 
Black Earth Creek Natural Resource Area combines the Black Earth Creek Valley and Upper Black Earth 
Creek project areas that were included in the 2001-2005 plan. Black Earth Creek is a nationally known 
stream for its excellent trout fishing. Some of the lands along the creek are owned by the WDNR as public 
fishing and wildlife habitat areas. Future land acquisitions would seek to fill in the gaps between existing pub­
licly-owned lands and protect the scenic quality of the stream corridor. The Dane County Regional Planning 
Commission completed a project plan for Black Earth Creek in 2003 that was adopted by the Dane County 
Board. Recommendations: 
• Acquire "Old Mud Lake" north of USH 14 and additional headwater lands immediately south of USH 14 

with the help of multiple partners for future wetland restoration projects. 
• Expand Sunnyside Seed Farms property west and south along the creek, and north to expand future park, 

access and recreation potential. 
• Continue working with the Natural Heritage Land Trust on its identified priority areas within the project 

boundary, including acquisition of conservation easements from ridge top to ridge top between Cross 
Plains and Mazomanie. 

• Investigate allowing hunting on County lands adjacent to WDNR public hunting grounds where compati­
ble with other park uses. 

Overlook of the 
Black Earth Creek 
valley from Festge 
County Park. Left to 
right: Connie 
Threinen, Libby 
Lewis and Kate Wip­
perman. 



BLOOMING GROVE DRUMLINS Natural Resource Area (Towns of Blooming Grove and Cottage 
Grove, 1320.9 acres) 
This project seeks to protect the glacial drumlin features found throughout this region as well as the associ­
ated wetlands that surround them. Drumlins are low, smoothly rounded, elongated hills of compact glacial 
till (sand, gravel, rock) deposited under the sheet of ice and shaped by its flow; with the longer axis parallel to 
the direction of ice movement. They have a blunt nose that points in the direction from which the ice ap­
proached, and a gentler slope tapering in the opposite direction. Recommendations: 

• Continue acquiring acreage with the eventual goal of providing a continuous corridor of public land be­
tween Interstate 94 and the Glacial Drumlin State Trail. 

• Explore possibility of developing a bicycle-pedestrian trail that would link to the Glacial Drumlin State 
Trail. 

CAPITAL SPRINGS State Recreation Area (2755.4 acres) 
This project area boundary includes much of the historic Nine Springs E-Way boundary from Fish Hatchery 
Road east to Upper Mud Lake. It is comprised of six recreation management units and includes land owner­
ship within the cities of Madison, Monona and Fitchburg, Town of Blooming Grove, Madison Metropolitan 
Sewerage District, Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Village of McFarland and private landowners. 
Lands include a diversity of resources and recreation opportunities very close to the majority of the County's 
population. Recommendations: 

• The State and County are in the process of completing a Master Plan for the recreation area that is an­
ticipated to be finished by early 2007. Future park development and acquisitions would follow recom­
mendations found in the plan. 

CHEROKEE MARSH Natural Resource Area (City of Madison, Towns of Burke, Windsor, and West­
port, 3721.7 acres) 
For the purposes of this planning report, the Cherokee Marsh project area includes the historic boundaries 
west of Interstate 90-94 and east of STH I 13. Public ownership is a mixture of City of Madison, Dane 
County, and WDNR owned lands. The City of Madison has been conducting extensive vegetation and wet­
land management efforts on the south side of the river. Dane County has been working on removal of inva­
sive species and prairie restoration on the north side of the river. Recommendations: 

• Explore creation of a land based trail that provides connections to Token Creek Park and the Upper Ya­
hara River Natural Resource Area. 

• Continue vegetation management practices. 
• Investigate allowing hunting on County lands adjacent to WDNR public hunting grounds where compati­

ble with other park uses. 
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DOOR CREEK WETLANDS Natural Resource Area (Village of McFarland, Towns of Dunn and Pleas­
ant Springs, 3804.3 acres) 
This project area includes wetlands and surrounding upland buffer areas of Door Creek on the north shore 
of Lake Kegonsa. A project plan completed by the Dane County Regional Planning Commission and adopted 
by the County Board in 2000 provides management recommendations that include protection of wetlands 
and associated buffers, provision of northern pike spawning areas, and enhancement of Door Creek water 
quality. Recommendations: 
• Work with the WDNR on creating unified resource and recreation management strategies for the entire 

project area. 
• Explore creation of a land based trail that will be a segment of the Lower Yahara River Trail. 
• Expand boundary north and east to Blooming Grove Drumlin Natural Resource Area per City of Madi­

son's recommendation. 
• This boundary should be revised in the future as local units of government complete more detailed 

neighborhood plans for developing areas. 

FISH LAKE Natural Resource Area (Town of Roxbury, 683.3 acres) 
This project area is located on lands surrounding Fish Lake in the far northwestern corner of the County. 
There have been perennially high lake levels here for several years. A lake district was formed, and under a 
WDNR permit, pumping of the lake has began in an effort to decrease water levels. Dane County has begun 
purchasing some properties within the project area boundary. Recommendations: 

• Continue to expand County owned lands, with priority given to acquiring shoreline and shoreline buffer 
areas. 

• Complete a Master Plan that would include resource and recreation recommendations for all lands within 
the Fish Lake Natural Resource Area, including Lussier County Park. 

• Work with WDNR to explore the possibility of creating a boat launch facility on the east end of the lake. 

HOLTZMAN Natural Resource Area (Town of Dunn, 63.2 acres) 
This property is located just south of the Capital Springs Recreation Area and is currently included in opera­
tion and maintenance agreements with the WDNR for the Recreation Area. The property was donated to 
Dane County with the intent that it be considered a nature preserve. Because the property is not located 
along a roadway, access can only be obtained by receiving permission from one of the surrounding landown­
ers. Recommendations: 

• Consider acquiring property that would provide public access if the opportunity becomes available. 

ICE AGE NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL (14,051.2 acres) 
The Ice Age Trail corridor traverses north to south through the western side of the County and follows the 
end moraines that mark the extent of the glacial advancement in Dane County. The intent of the trail is to 
provide users with an opportunity to see and learn first hand about impacts of the glacier on our landscape. 
The trail was designated a National Scenic Trail by Congress in 1980. More information about the Ice Age 
Trail can be found on the Foundation's website at www.iceagetrail.org. Recommendations: 

• Continue working with the Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation on acquisition of land and development of 
the trail. 
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ICE AGE JUNCTION Natural Resource Area (Town of Verona, 1,949.6 acres) 
This project area includes Ice Age Trail corridor lands north and south of Badger Prairie County Park and the 
park itself. It also includes the habitat and WDOT wetland mitigation area known as Goose Lake. The Ice 
Age Trail Junction Area was the result of a 1991 proposal that called for a wider Ice Age Trail corridor in the 
Verona-Madison area to encompass key resource and scenic features associated with the trail. In 1992, the 
Dane County Park Commission established an intergovernmental advisory committee composed of the Town 
of Verona, City of Verona, Dane County Board, Dane County Executive and the Park Commission to create 
a project plan for the area that was adopted by the County Board in 1993. Recommendations: 

• Continue to implement acquisition and trail development recommendations of the Ice Age Trail Junction 
Area project plan, including Ice Age National Scenic Trail/bicycle-pedestrian overpass at CTH PD. 

LEOPOLD-RILEY Game Cooperative (Towns of Springdale, Verona, and Cross Plains, 1820.0 acres) 
In 1931 Aldo Leopold formed a cooperative for the purpose of providing its members a place to hunt. The 
area encompassed all or part of I I farms, or about 1800 acres, mostly in the Town of Springdale, but also ex­
tending into the Towns of Verona and Cross Plains. Within the reserve boundary were croplands, pastures, 
oak savanna, woods, cattail marsh, sedge meadow, springs and spring ponds, and the Sugar River. Histori­
cally, the Chicago and Northwestern railroad track ran through Riley on the way between Madison and 
Mount Horeb, the railroad right of way is now the Military Ridge State bike trail. This project area seeks to 
preserve the remaining natural resources and rural landscape within the original boundary designated by Leo­
pold. Recommendations: 

• Accelerate landowner contact efforts for purposes of acquiring land or easements. 
• Work with WDNR and Dane County Conservation League on exploring the possibility of providing pub­

lic hunting opportunities in the future as additional lands are acquired or leased. 
• Work with the University and volunteer groups to prepare a management plan for the project area. 

LOWER MUD LAKE Natural Resource Area (Town of Dunn, Village of McFarland, 2226.0 acres) 
This extensive natural resource area stretches between Lake Waubesa and Lake Kegonsa along the Yahara 
River. The land is a mix of County, Town, Village and DNR ownership and supports a variety of recreation 
uses including public hunting, canoeing, cross country track and field races, and fishing. The Village is in the 
process of planning a community park along the northern boundary off of Elvehjem Road. The County Board 
adopted a project plan for this area in I 994. Recommendations: 

• Expand project area boundary north to Elvejhem Road and east to CTH AB. 
• Explore creation of a land-based trail that will be a segment of the Lower Yahara River Trail. 
• Work with the WDNR on creating unified resource and recreation management strategies for the entire 

project area. 
• Incorporate interpretive signage at Native American fish weir sites. 
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NINE SPRINGS E-WAY (Cities of Madison & Fitchburg, Town of Dunn, 3,889.1 acres) 
In 1969, the National Endowment for the Arts provided funds for the development of an environmental study 
model to illustrate how a community can identify and capitalize on existing natural and human made re­
sources in an effort to elevate environmental, ecological and esthetic planning decisions to a higher priority 
within the community development decision making process. This resulted in an "E Way" concept developed 
through efforts of the University of Wisconsin Environmental Awareness Center, with the "E" representing 
educational, environmental, esthetic and ecological. The Nine Springs E-way project area extends from 
Dunn's Marsh at Seminole Highway east to Lake Waubesa and includes more than 1300 acres of land under 
County ownership. Recommendations: 
• Implement recommendations of the Capital Springs Recreation Area master plan on lands within the E­

way boundary when the plan is adopted. 
• Develop a series of educational kiosks along the Capital City Trail. 
• Amend the E-way boundary to reflect boundary expansion recommendations of the Capital Springs Rec­

reation Area master plan when it becomes adopted. 

NORTH MENDOTA Natural Resource Area (Town of Westport, 2,641.4 acres) 
This project area combines Six Mile Creek, Dorn Creek, and portions of Cherokee Marsh Natural Resource 
Area lands that were included in the 2001-2005 Parks and Open Space Plan in an attempt to simplify and clar­
ify boundary configurations. The project area begins at STH 113 and the Yahara River to the east and follows 
the north shore of Lake Mendota, including Six Mile and Dorn Creeks and their associated wetlands.' Dorn 
and Six Mile Creeks contain some state fishery lands and public hunting areas. Properties within this project 
area are anticipated to serve to primarily enhance water quality of the Yahara chain of lakes and provide fish 
and wildlife habitat. Recommendations: 

• Plan and implement a segment of the proposed North Mendota bicycle and pedestrian trail to provide 
connection from Waunakee to Governor Nelson State Park and westward to Middleton. 

• Investigate connecting this Natural Resource Area with the Pheasant Branch Conservancy. 
• Work with WDNR on creating unified resource and recreation management strategies for the entire 

project area. 

PATRICK MARSH Natural Resource Area (Towns of Sun Prairie, Bristol, City of Sun Prairie, 990.0 
acres) 
Patrick Marsh is located on the eastern edge of the City of Sun Prairie just south of USH 151. The property 
was the first Wisconsin Department of Transportation wetland mitigation bank site in the state. The major­
ity of public land around the marsh is owned by the WDNR and contains some prairie restoration efforts. 
The shallow marsh area is home to many varieties of waterfowl and grassland nesting birds. Rising water lev­
els have resulted in the marsh becoming more of a lake, and therefore long-term goals should involve lower­
ing water levels to restore vegetative diversity of a shallow marsh. Dane County Parks worked with area lo­
cal units of government, the Patrick Marsh Middle School and several area stakeholders to prepare a project 
plan that was adopted by the County Board in 2003. Recommendations: 

• Continue to provide peripheral planning support to stakeholder groups for development of a master plan 
that identifies future recreation and management objectives for Patrick Marsh. 

• Continue to acquire lands designated under priority one within the Patrick Marsh project plan. 
• Continue to fund partner acquisitions within the project area boundary. 
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PHEASANT BRANCH Conservancy (City of Middleton, Town of Springfield, SO 1.7 acres) 
This project area is located on the northern boundary of the City of Middleton and is jointly owned by Dane 
County, WDNR and the City of Middleton. An active Friends group has been assisting the County Naturalist 
with ongoing wetland, savanna and prairie restoration efforts throughout the Conservancy. In 2005, the City 
and the County worked jointly on installation of a crushed limestone bicycle-hiking trail, with interpretive ki­
osks, that extends from Orchid Heights Park in Middleton west to an existing trailhead along Pheasant Branch 
Road. The property also contains an overlook for a large spring that is a major supplier of water to Lake 
Mendota. Dane County, the City of Middleton and the Town of Westport partnered with a private consult­
ant in 1999 to prepare the Northern Lake Mendota Regional Plan that described in detail proposed public use 
and restoration of the site. Recommendations: 

• Acquire lands north and east of the County owned lands for a water quality purposes and for future es­
tablishment of regional bicycle trail connector to Governor Nelson State Park. 

PHIL'S WOODS Natural Resource Area (Town of Roxbury, 36.10 acres) 
Phil's Woods is located in the Town of Roxbury west of USH 12 along North Dunlap Hollow Road, and is 
named for Philip LaFollette, three-time governor of Wisconsin. The site consists of woods and open mead­
ows with hilltop views of the Wisconsin River valley and Baraboo Range. Recommendations: 

• Construct small gravel parking lot and trailhead off North Dunlap Hollow Road. 
• Consider reclassifying as a "Forest" to enable the property to come under a forest management plan. 

PLEASURE VALLEY Natural Resource Area (Towns of Blue Mounds & Vermont, 1176.0 acres) 
Pleasure Valley is located north and west of Brigham County Park and potentially will one day provide a con­
tinuous link to Blue Mound State Park. The area includes rugged, wooded hillsides as well as oak savanna. 
The WDNR has indicated interest in acquiring lands in this project area. The WDNR or conservation non­
profit groups are envisioned to be the lead agencies on acquisition of lands north of CTH F, the County 
would work with the WDNR on securing a connection between the Blue Mounds State Park and Brigham 
County Park. Recommendations: 

• Explore potential land based recreation trail connections to Blue Mound State Park from Brigham County 
Park. 

• If County owned acreage expands in future, consider managing as "Forest" lands. 

SPRINGFIELD HILL Natural Resource Area (Town of Springfield, 701.0 acres) 
This project area is located along the new USH 12 corridor and provides outstanding views from atop Spring­
field Hill, one of the highest points in the area. The landscape includes steep wooded valleys, glacial kettle 
ponds, and open meadow areas. Inclusion of this project area is closely linked to future development of the 
Ice Age Trail. The County recently purchased nearly 120 acres within this project area that has provided 
some limited bowhunting opportunities and will facilitate future development of a segment of the Ice Age 
Trail. Recommendations: 

• Acquire lands for small parking lot trailhead at pedestrian bridge overpass. 
• Continue to work with the Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation on acquisition of lands necessary for trail 

development and to maintain the scenic, rural quality. 
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SOUTH WAUBESA MARSH Natural Resource Area (Town of Dunn, 1209.0 acres) 
South Waubesa Marsh is located on the southwest end of Lake Waubesa and includes a segment of Murphys 
Creek. The marsh includes deep peat deposits and major springs and seepages that provide water to Lake 
Waubesa. A Friends of Lake Waubesa group has recently been working on some wetland restoration and 
enhancement projects within the project area. The Nature Conservancy and WDNR are the primary public 
landowners. Recommendations: 

• Expand project area boundary to include the Swan and Murphys Creek tributary lands to STH 14. A hy­
drologic study of the area is currently being created by an advocacy group. Upon completion and review 
of the study by Dane County (or appropriate agency), the local units of government or eligible non-profit 
conservation organizations would be able to apply for matching funds through the Conservation Fund 
grant program for protection of additional lands critical to maintaining the existing hydrologic function 
outside of the project area boundary. 

SUGAR RIVER Natural Resource Area (Town of Verona, 7644.4 acres) 
The Sugar River Natural Resource Area lies just west of the City of Verona and includes a segment of the 
Military Ridge State Trail. It is one of the largest continuous wetland complexes along the boundary of the 
driftless area in western Dane County. The WDNR and WDOT are the primary public land owners in this 
project area. Recommendations: 

• Extend project area boundary south to County border at Brooklyn and include the West Branch of the 
Sugar River. 

TOKEN CREEK Natural Resource Area (Towns of Windsor, Burke, 890.3 acres) 
This update to the plan defines the boundary as Interstate 90-94 on the western edge and extending along 
the creek to CTH C. The dam was removed from the mill pond in 2004, and the WDNR has been actively 
working on restoration efforts to enhance habitat and water quality of the stream. Token Creek is the only 
cold water fishery in the northeast quadrant of Dane County. Recommendations: 

• Continue working with WDNR and other non-profit conservation organizations on streambank restora­
tion and fish habitat improvement projects. 

• Dane County would work toward acquiring lands north and east of Token Creek Park to STH 19. Lo­
cal units of government and/or non-profit conservation organizations would work on protection of lands 
from STH 19 east to the mill pond either through dedication or acquisition. These agencies would be 
eligible to apply for partial funding through the Dane County Conservation Fund grant program. 

UPPER YAHARA RIVER Natural Resource Area (Village of Deforest, Town of Vienna, 496.0 acres) 
This project area lies along the Upper Yahara River and on the western boundary of the Village of DeForest. 
It contains large areas of wetlands, floodplain forest, a heron rookery and calcareous fens. The Village is 
currently beginning to develop properties adjacent to this project area. Recommendations: 

• Work with the Village on development of a regional off-road bicycle trail along the river that would pro­
vide connections to Token Creek Park and Cherokee Marsh. 
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FORESTS 

Properties that fall under this classification are intended to be actively managed forests and woodlots by 
Dane County. A variety of forest management practices will be utilized to grow healthy forests and provide 
timber for revenue using sustainable harvest practices. A forest management plan that meets State require­
ments and County approval will be prepared for all County owned forests and woodlots before any timber 
harvest takes place. Benefits of registering properties into State forestry programs include: free trees from 
state forest nurseries, technical assistance from state foresters and eligibility for educational assistance from 
the Wisconsin Environmental Education Board. 

These lands will also provide nature-based recreation as a secondary use of the site. Trail development 
through these properties should be coordinated with timber harvest access routes. Hunting should also be 
considered if sufficient acreage is available and is compatible with forest use and ecology. All properties 
should include educational information about sustainable forest management practices, wildlife habitat and 
watershed protection at prominent locations. 

MORTON Forest (Town of Mazomanie, 113.9 acres) 
The Morton Forest is located on Reeve Road at the western boundary of the County. The landscape in­
cludes steep wooded areas, prairie remnants on the hilltops and scenic overlook points. Stephen Morton do­
nated the property to the County in 1999. Mr. Morton retains life estate on the property, and at this time 
there is no public access to this property. Recommendations: 

• There are no recommendations until the County has property rights for the site. 

SCHEIDEGGER Forest (Town of Verona, 73.4 acres) 
This forest property was made possible through a generous donation from Walter R. Scheidegger in 200 I. 
The land was formerly the Abraham's Shooting Range for the Dane County Sheriffs Department. In 2005 
Dane County Parks requested assistance from the WDNR to complete a Forest Stewardship Management 
Plan for the Scheidegger Forest and enrolled the property in the State Community Forest program. The plan 
was completed in December 2005 and takes into consideration the property objectives outlined in the Dane 
County Park and Open Space Plan. Dane County Parks is also working on preparing a master plan for the 
property. Recommendations: 

• Complete a master plan for the property that will provide management and recreation use recommenda­
tions for the property. 

MADISON SCHOOL Forest (Towns of Verona, Montrose, 356.2 acres) 
The Madison School Forest is located on Spring Rose Road just west of STH 69. Public land owners of the 
Madison School Forest are the Madison Metropolitan School District, Friends of the Madison School Forest 
and WDNR. The purpose of including it in the County Park and Open Space Plan is solely to provide eligibil­
ity for State Stewardship and County Conservation Fund grant dollars for future acquisition of contiguous 
parcels from willing sellers as they become available. The Friends, WDNR, and Nature Conservancy would 
continue to be the lead agency on all acquisition, management, and maintenance efforts for this project area. 
Recommendations: 

• Expand project area boundary per Friends recommendation to allow additional acquisition of contiguous 
parcels. 
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REGIONAL TRAILS 

Throughout the public input process, trails were the most frequently requested recreation facility addition to 
the park system. Development of additional trails is also consistent with providing future recreation oppor­
tunities for the forecasted aging population of Dane County. This plan will make County-wide recommenda­
tions for regionally significant recreational water, bicycle-pedestrian, equestrian and snowmobile trails. 

Water Trails 
Dane County has a number of lakes, streams and rivers that provide outstanding water trail opportunities. 
Capitol Water Trails Ltd. has been spearheading most of the water trail development efforts in Dane County. 
Some of the waters that provide water trail opportunities include Token Creek, the Yahara chain of lakes, 
Badfish Creek, Maunesha River, Black Earth Creek, Dunlap Creek, Halfway Prairie Creek, Sugar River, Pheas­
ant Branch Creek and Koshkonong Creek. Extent of trail development, public access points and more de­
tailed trail maps can be found on the Capitol Water Trails website at www.capitolwatertrails.org, or by calling 
608-223-0995. 
Trail guides for the Yahara Water Trail will be available in the Spring of 2007. A project led by the Dane 
County Environmental Council and many partners, the trail highlights historical, cultural and environmental 
features. More information about the trail and guides are available on the Dane County Office of Lakes and 
Watersheds website: www.danewaters.com. 

Another recommended water trail that was included in the 2001-2005 Park and Open Space Plan is the im­
plementation of a bicycle-pedestrian ferry from Middleton to downtown Madison. This update to the plan 
calls for an additional route that would extend from Governor Nelson State Park to the downtown area. 
Recommendations: 
• The County's role will be to continue acquiring lands that provide public access for parking and canoe/ 

kayak launching to navigable water ways. Dane County Parks may also construct small gravel parking lots 
and trail head facilities as staff and budgets allow. Development, signing and maintenance of these water 
trails will be carried out by volunteer organizations. 

• Include east and west branches of Starkweather Creek as a potential future waterway from Olbrich Park 
north to Highway 30. 

Priorities: 
• Establish a canoe/kayak trail from the Village of Cambridge to the Village of Rockdale along the Koshko­

nong Creek. The Village of Cambridge would be responsible for providing water trailhead access at Lib­
erty Park, Dane County would be responsible for providing trailhead access at CamRock Park per the 
park master plan. 

Canoeing the Yahara River. 
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Bicycle-Pedestrian Trails 
In terms of bicycle-pedestrian trails, Dane County Parks is best known for development of the approximately 
9 mile long Capital City Trail. The trail supports a variety of uses, including hiking, biking, jogging, roller blad­
ing and stride skiing. The trail is now managed by the WDNR and maintained by Dane County under a 
Memorandum of Understanding. Dane County Parks also offers bicycle-pedestrian trails at Viking Park and 
the Pheasant Branch Conservancy. Trails in this plan that fall under this category are typically IO' in width, 
and hard surface. Many start out as crushed limestone trails, with the eventual goal of paving them with as­
phalt as funding allows. The long term vision is for a regional bicycle-pedestrian trail system that connects 
major population centers to County park facilities and other regional trails. Recommendations: 
• The County's role is to develop off road regional trails within project areas identified in the Park and 

Open Space Plan. Regional trails that extend outside of these project areas would be developed by the 
local unit of government. In some circumstances, the County may consider partnering with local units of 
government to utilize its own staff and equipment to develop off-road regional trails identified in this plan 
by formal agreements. 

• For regional trails identified in this plan that extend outside of County project area boundaries and are 
funded or developed with assistance of Dane County Parks, the County may have the option to eventu­
ally transfer ownership to the State and charge user fees to offset maintenance costs. These trails would 
be identified by signage as County trails, with other partner logos as appropriate. 

• For regional trails identified in this plan that extend outside of County project area boundaries, the 
County's primary role is to provide eligibility to apply for Conservation Fund grant dollars for local units 
of government to acquire lands necessary for trail construction. 

• Some of the regional bicycle-pedestrian trails identified on this plan may be on-road bike routes or bike 
lanes. These would be implemented by the local unit of government and possibly coordinated with the 
Dane County Highway and Transportation Department. The intent of including them in this plan is for 
grant eligibility purposes only. 

Priorities: 
Dane County should work on planning and development of off-road regional bicycle-pedestrian trail projects 
identified in this plan that are closest to major population centers or are through areas targeted for develop­
ment adjacent to urban areas. These trails can serve both commuter and recreation needs. Over the next 
five years, as staff and budget allow, Dane County should work on planning and development of the following 
regional off-road bicycle-pedestrian projects: 
• North Mendota Trail-This trail provides a connection between Schumacher Farm in Waunakee, to Governor 

Nelson State Park, to Pheasant Branch Conservancy. The Village of Waunakee and City of Middleton have already 
constructed segments of trail that could potentially be incorporated into this system. The Dane County Highway 
and Transportation Department constructed a bicycle/pedestrian underpass on CTH M in 2005 in anticipation of 
future construction of this trail. 

• Lower Yahara River Trail-This trail provides connection from the Capital City Trail at Lake Farm Centennial 
State Park, to the Village of McFarland, to the City of Stoughton. 

• Ice Age Junction Trail-This trail would begin at the Ice Age Trail parking lot on CTH PD and travel south to 
Badger Prairie County Park. Eventually, an underpass would be constructed under CTH MV. 

• Token Creek Trail-This trail would extend from Token Creek County Park to Patrick Marsh Natural Resource 
Area. 

• Georgia O'Keefe Trail-There was strong support for this trail that would extend between McCarthy County 
Park and Patrick Marsh, traveling past the original homestead and countryside that inspired many of Georgia 
O'Keefe's paintings. Educational signage about the life and work of O'Keefe could be placed along the trail at bicy­
cle rest stops. 

• CamRock Trail-This trail connects the Villages of Rockdale and Cambridge through CamRock Park. 
• Upper Yahara River Trail-Continue working with the Village to create a MOU for development of this trail. 
• Capital City Trail-Continue working with the WDNR and City of Madison on connection between Cottage 

Grove and the east side of Madison. 
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Equestrian 
Dane County Parks has been working with equestrian riders to develop an "outside the park" regional trail 
system. These trails are made possible by volunteers securing formal access agreements to construct eques­
trian trails on lands adjacent to and beyond County park lands. Donald County Park has recently developed 
such a trail, and additional loops are currently being planned. The equestrian community hopes to further 
this concept from other public riding areas in the County, with the eventual goal of forming a continuous 
loop through rural areas around the entire metropolitan area. Recommendations: 

• It is envisioned that Dane County equestrian clubs would form a committee that would carry out land­
owner negotiations, development and maintenance of this regional trail system. 

Riding the trails at Donald County Park. 

Snowmobile 
A comprehensive study of the present snowmobile trail system in Dane County should be done in conjunc­
tion with the Dane County Snowmobile Council. This study should identify snowmobile trail needs for the 
future and designate permanent corridor goals. Recommendations: 

• Utilize summer intern, university students or volunteer help to complete this study. 
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SCENIC DRIVING CORRIDORS 
Driving for pleasure was listed as the fourth most popular recreational activity in the Dane County region in 
the WDNR 2005-20 IO State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan. The 2001-2005 Park and Open Space 
Plan recommended designation of a County scenic roads driving program, similar to the States Rustic Road 
program, that could potentially link local, county and state park facilities. Safety determinations would have 
to be made prior to the designation of any road. These roads could be designated on a map and provide pull 
off areas that offer scenic views of the countryside and interpretive signage. This program requires further 
definition through a planning process that includes County and State coordination. Development of this rec­
reation program is consistent with providing opportunities for the projected aging population. Recommen­
dations: 

• Utilize student interns or university student help to begin investigating designation of this program with 
Park Commission oversight. 

HISTORICAL/CULTURAL SITES 

These project areas consist of lands specifically purchased for the preservation, restoration or reconstruction 
of features significant to the history or cultural heritage of an area. This can include historic buildings, recon­
structed historic buildings and archeological sites. Activities at these sites may be limited to sightseeing and 
the study of historic or cultural features. Recreation use at these properties should be extremely passive, 
such as trails, nature study and picnicking. 

HALFWAY PRAIRIE SCHOOL Historical/Cultural Site (Town of Mazomanie, 0.6 acres) 
This site is located at the junction of CTH F and STH 19 two and a half miles north of the Village of Black 
Earth and contains the oldest elementary school in Dane County. The one-room school was operated from 
1844 until it closed as a result of consolidation in 1961. Visitors may view the inside of the school in its origi­
nal restored condition on holidays and Sunday afternoons, from 1-5 p.m., Memorial Day through Labor Day. 
Recommendations: 

• There are no new recommendations for this site. 

SCHUMACHER FARM Historical/Cultural Site(Town of Westport, 115.5 acres) 
Schumacher Farm is located just east of the Village of Waunakee on the north side of STH 19-1 13. The origi­
nal property was donated to Dane County Parks by Marcella Pendall Schumacher and is intended to be a 
demonstration area of early Dane County farming practices from the early I 900's era. The site includes sev­
eral buildings from the original farmstead and a newly constructed barn that will eventually serve as a gather­
ing area for special events, office space for Friends of Schumacher Farm staff and storage of historic farm 
equipment. A master plan for Schumacher Farm was completed and adopted by the County board in 2005. 
Recommendations: 

• Implement recommendations of the adopted master plan. 
• Schumacher Farm should be considered as a future place where historic buildings could be relocated that 

are consistent with the historic integrity of the property. Relocation of additional buildings to the site 
beyond those shown on the adopted master plan would be reviewed by the Dane County Park Commis­
sion on a case by case basis. 
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LAKE FARM ARCHEOlOGICAl DISTRICT (Town of Dunn) 
Native Americans have lived in Wisconsin for about 12,000 years. Evidence of Native American inhabitance 
in Dane County dates back to the Paleo-Indian Tradition, or I 0,000-5,000 B.C. It is still unclear as to the 
name of the people who first inhabited the park area or if they were related to the historic tribes met by the 
first European settlers. By far the greatest concentration of archaeological resources found within the rec­
reation area is located within the Lake Farm Centennial State Park Unit. Between September and November 
of 1976, Philip H. Salkin and Thomas E. Emerson conducted an environmental impact survey of the proposed 
E-Way that identified IO prehistoric sites at Lake Farm Park and artifacts dating back to the Early Archaic 
and Late Woodland periods. Salkin and a team of University of Wisconsin students conducted a more inten­
sive study in 1977 and identified 32 prehistoric sites at Lake Farm Park. A Lake Farm Archeological District 
was designated and placed on the National Register of Historic Places. The geography of this area may have 
been what made it so attractive as a settlement area. The park is on a peninsula that had a vast wetland 
marsh complex to the north and west, Lake Waubesa to the east, and oak woodlands on the upland areas to 
the south. These areas were rich in a variety of fish, shellfish, wild game, nuts and berries. 

Additional information about the archeological resources of the Lake Farm Archeological District can be 
found in Phil Sal kin's report, "An Intensive Archeological Survey in the Lake Farms Archaeological District of 
Madison, Wisconsin," June, 1979. The Dane County Park Commission has a pamphlet entitled "Prehistoric 
Native Americans in Lake Farm Park" that provides an overview of early settlement of the park by these peo-
ple. Recommendations: 

• Plan and develop a comprehensive exhibit area at the Lussier Family Heritage Center to educate park us­
ers about the extensive Native American history of this area and other people that first settled in the re­
gion. 

A view of the Yahara River and a remnant fishing weir conscrucced wich rocks by early Native Americans. 
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PRAIRIE AND OAK SAVANNA SITES 

The amended Dane County Parks & Open Space Plan 1990-1995 recommended that the county support and 
assist in completing an inventory of prairie and oak savanna sites, notify landowners and local governments of 
site locations and consider these sites during urban service area, rezoning and subdivision decisions. The Prai­
rie Enthusiasts is developing a database of known prairie and savanna remnants. Its goal is to inform the own­
ers of the existence of these remnants and work with them on restoration, management and protection if the 
owners so choose. Recommendations: 

Dane County's role in this initiative is to work with non-profit conservation organizations and land trusts, 
such as the Prairie Enthusiasts and Natural Heritage Land Trust, as well as with local units of govern­
ments and the WDNR, in funding the acquisition and preservation of those areas that coincide with other 
objectives of the Parks and Open Space Plan. These objectives may relate to park, natural resource areas, 
trails or historical/cultural sites recommended in this plan. The County's role is also to consider partially 
funding the acquisition and preservation of the highest quality unprotected remnants of prairie and sa­
vanna {including limited buffering) identified on the map at Figure 13 through the Dane County Conserva­
tion Fund program. The map shows the top prairie remnants and the seven "best" potential grassland/ 
prairie landscape-scale management areas. The latter are study areas only and are not to be considered 
defined project areas. These areas and their rankings have been compiled by The Prairie Enthusiasts and 
the WDNR Bureau of Endangered Resources. 
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STREAM CORRIDOR PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT 

Stream Eligibility and Designation 
Two stream categories were designated for inclusion into this plan, Tier I and Tier II. Streams were catego­
rized using varying sets of criteria based on the designated biological use, current level of protection or en­
hancement and the likelihood of establishing conservation within the stream corridor. 

Tier I streams have one or more of the following attributes/designations: 
• Coldwater-high value from a biological and recreational standpoint. They support cold-water fish com­

munities, and flow is supplied primarily from spring discharge. 
• Streams which have been enhanced or protected through an existing conservation program. Restoration 

or enhancement programs may include but are not limited to: Priority Watershed Projects, Targeted Re­
source Management, WDNR Habitat Projects, Natural Resource Conservation Service, and other non­
profit or conservation organization work. Most if not all have existing easements on them. Priority may 
be given to those streams/segments where easements have expired or will expire soon. 

• Streams which have been identified under the 303(d) designation resulting from non point source pollu­
tion or habitat degradation. 

• Streams classified as Outstanding Water Resources (OWR) or Exceptional Water Resources (EWR) by 
WDNR. 

• Streams identified as sensitive in the Dane County Water Body Classification Study 
• Streams within the boundary of an approved Dane County Resource Protection Area Plan. 

Tier II streams have one or more of the following attributes/designations: 
• Warm water streams that may exhibit a sensitivity to development or have the ability to be restored or 

enhanced through management actions. 
• Streams within the boundary of an approved Dane County Resource Protection Area Plan. 
• Streams identified in WDNR Basin Plans with "high" or "medium" designations for habitat improvement. 

Program Implementation 
Priorities for implementation will consider varying factors, including whether streams have protection plans in 
place, financial commitments from the local municipality or qualified non-profit organization and the recom­
mendation of the Dane County Land and Water Resources Department and respective Divisions. In cases 
where opportunities arise and there is no protection plan approved, an evaluation will be conducted to de­
termine the resource being protected, fiscal resources available for both purchase and implementation and 
the potential for future protection efforts. Dane County would take more of a leadership role in restoration 
efforts and landowner contacts on Tier I streams, while non-profits and local units of government would be 
expected to work on Tier II streams, with Dane County providing financial assistance through the Conserva­
tion Grant Fund program. 

In addition to biological considerations, the County should investigate increasing public fishing access through 
acquisition of permanent easements on these streams. Dane County should work with local non-profit 
groups such as Trout Unlimited and the Dane County Conservation League, to identify which streams offer 
the highest fishing potential and would benefit from increased public access. 
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PROGRAM AREA RECOMMENDATIONS 

ADULT CONSERVATION TEAM 

The Adult Conservation T earn was created in 1992 to establish a link between the Dane County Parks De­
partment and the community. It is also intended to educate the public about natural resources and about de­
partmental goals, improve quality of life and raise the level of service delivery. The Adult Conservation T earn 
extends and enriches the work done by park staff and is a source of advocacy and financial support of the 
parks department. The program serves as a "bridge" to the public to better understand concerns and issues 
at a grass roots level. 

Efforts of the Adult Conservation T earn have accelerated the development of parks and natural areas, in­
creased wildlife habitats, and increased recreational opportunities. The team also carries out much of the 
day-to- day maintenance tasks that are beyond the capacity of Parks Division staff. Much of the volunteer 
work is carried out with very little supervision by Dane County Parks staff and is done on volunteer work­
days. In 2005, the Adult Conservation T earn had 2700 volunteers who performed over 18,000 hours of 
work. Some of its work includes blue bird trail development, invasive vegetative species removal, prescribed 
burns, prairie seed collecting, cleaning, and planting, park research, fund raising, trail clearing and stewardship 
and tree planting. Following is a list of Friends of the Park organizations having formal agreements with Dane 
County Parks (or are currently negotiating for such agreements) authorizing them to act as agents of the 
parks: 

• Friends of Donald Park 
• Friends of Schumacher Farm 
• Friends of McCarthy Youth and Conservation Park 
• Friends of Capital Springs State Park and Recreation Area 

In addition, the following Friends groups also provide support to various park properties: 
• Friends of Cherokee Marsh and Upper Yahara Watershed 
• Friends of Old Halfway Prairie School 
• Friends of Pheasant Branch 
• Friends of Lake View Hill Park 
• Friends of Token Creek (forming) 
• Friends of CamRock Park 
• Friends of Goose Lake 
• Friends of Stewart Park (forming) 

Recommendations: 

• Dane County Parks will work 
jointly with labor union represen­
tatives to formally define volun­
teer roles in the Dane County 
Park system. 

• Expand the role of parks staff to 
supervise volunteer teams in the 
field. 

Volunteers clean prairie seed for restoration projects. 
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LUSSIER FAMll Y HERITAGE CENTER 

Situated at the heart of the Dane County environmental corridor (E-Way) and the Capital Springs State Rec­
reational Area, the Lussier Family Heritage Center is part of the Nine Springs E-Way vision of UW Emeritus 
Professor Phil Lewis. The Center is proposed to provide County residents with an experiential facility to 
learn about the cultural and environmental heritage of Dane County. The center was built almost entirely 
through private funds, including a very substantial donation from John H. Lussier. It is supported in large part 
by user fees generated from rental of the facility for special events. Planning for the Center began in the early 
1990s and its doors opened in 200 I. 

The upper level of the Heritage Center includes an exhibit hall and commons area. The main room of the 
upper level is currently being used for retreats, conferences, meetings, receptions and other special events. 
The long-term plan is to provide permanent and traveling educational exhibits. The upper level also includes 
the Lunney-Pfeifer Donor Recognition Wall that recognizes persons or organizations that have provided sig­
nificant contributions to the Dane County Park system. The Natural Heritage Land Trust Wall describes land 
conservation activities in Dane County and recognizes those special people and organizations that have 
worked to preserve the county's Natural Heritage. State and County Parks offices and restrooms are lo­
cated in the south half of the upper level. 

On the Lower Level, the Ken LePine Hall is used for retreats, conferences, meetings, receptions and other 
special events. The lower level also includes a kitchen for food preparation and catered events. Dane County 
Historical Society offices are also located in the lower level and provide an area where County records and 
information can be found. 

The Lussier Family Heritage Center. 
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Volunteers collect prairie seed behind the Lussier Family Heritage Center. 

There is an observation deck outside of the upper level room with a spotting scope that provides views of 
the E-way flora and fauna. An existing barn is used for storage of materials for Dane County's Adult Conser­
vation T earn. The grounds also include a playground, solar panels, an experimental rain garden exhibit and 
butterfly and bird garden. 

Although the Lussier Family Heritage Center is currently being used primarily as a rental place for meetings 
and special events, the long-term plan is to provide a place of permanent and traveling educational exhibits 
that will teach persons of all ages about the historical, cultural and natural resources of Dane County. This 
facility should also be used to the greatest extent possible to educate the public about the Dane County Park 
system and recreational opportunities that are available within it. Advertising at this location would provide 
outstanding exposure to many corporate entities that may provide future contributions to the park system. 

Recommendations: 
• Prepare informational exhibits about the Dane County Parks system for display in the entry area of the 

building. 
• Develop an action plan for creating educational and interpretive exhibit areas within the upper and lower 

levels of the existing building. Consider development of a building annex that would house more perma­
nent educational displays and exhibits. 

• Include interpretive references such as family photographs and historical interpretation for the Lemanski 
barn that will illustrate the pattern of settlement and historic land uses. 
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COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS 

For the past fifteen years, Dane County Parks has been acquiring larger and more natural tracts of land that 
often are within project areas of other state and federal public land holding agencies. Recreation on these 
lands often takes place with minimal or no development of facilities and includes uses such as fishing, hunting, 
berry picking, bird watching, canoeing, nature walks and cross country skiing on lightly developed trails. 

As staff and financial resources become increasingly limited for all public park and recreation organizations, 
forming and expanding partnerships will become ever more critical. Dane County has already entered into 
management agreements with the WDNR on several properties including, Salmo Pond, Capital Springs Rec­
reation Area, the Capital City Trail and Pheasant Branch Conservancy. 

Recommendations: 

• The County should work with the WDNR on creating joint management agreements and policies that 
define agency roles for managing recreation use, restoration efforts, development of facilities, mainte­
nance and enforcement. 

• Generally, the County's role is to assist with day-to-day maintenance of access points and trailheads, mi­
nor repair and light development of park land infrastructure and provision of signage. 

• The State would be able to assist with enforcement of hunting and fishing regulations, providing profes­
sional expertise for creating habitat and restoration plans and assist with administration of collecting trail 
pass and user fees where applicable. 

• Provide master signs on jointly-owned properties that include logos of all partnering agencies. 

Naturalist 
Recently, the Dane County Naturalist program has been focusing primarily on vegetation management and 
prairie restoration efforts. The majority of public outreach, education, and volunteer efforts associated with 
this program have been focused on prairie seeding, prescribed burns for vegetation management, invasive 
vegetation species removal and prairie seed collecting. 

If expanded, the Naturalist program could offer an outstanding opportunity to increase environmental educa­
tion programs in the parks and to the public in general. The purpose of environmental education and out­
reach at the parks generally falls into three inter-related categories. First, participating in naturalist led tours, 
visiting interpretive exhibits, or volunteering for conservation activities provides an entertainment value for 
persons who are camping or visiting the parks. Second, a diverse education and outreach program instills a 
greater sense of awareness in park users about a variety of conservation and environmental topics and issues. 
Finally, these programs can motivate people participating in them to make wiser conservation decisions both 
in the park and at home. 

The future Lake Farm Centennial State Park includes a proposed outdoor skills center building. This facility 
could become an ideal location for environmental education and outreach programs that could be presented 
by an expanded Naturalist program. 

Recommendations: 

• Expand and diversify the educational and public contact role of Dane County Naturalist, including crea­
tion of park educational tour pamphlets, television and radio interviews and outreach to schools. 

• Utilize volunteers as "Teacher Naturalists" under direction of Naturalist. 
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PARK PLANNING 

As Dane County Parks continues to acquire additional acreage and bring new lands into the system, park 
planning is necessary to identify how these properties will be managed and what their use will be. In addition, 
many of the recreation parks are more than fifty years old and have had significant changes in the land use and 
transportation patterns surrounding them. Recreation trends are very fluid and continually evolve with the 
changing population dynamics and demands of County residents. 

The majority of the County recreation parks, trails and natural resource areas currently have no or very out­
dated master plans. The Parks Division conducts the majority of its park and resource planning with Dane 
County Land and Water Resource staff through public processes. Although these plans can take considerable 
time and resources to complete, they play a critical role for helping to better engage partners during the im­
plementation phases of the plans. This "in house" approach allows the County to maintain on-going grass­
roots-level relationships with local units of government, non-profit conservation organizations and private 
landowners that are critical to long term success of future park acquisition and development efforts. 

Following is a list of prioritized park planning projects that should be completed over the next five years. 

• Complete a Project Plan for Fish Lake Natural Resource Area that includes master planning for develop­
ment of Lussier Park. 

• Prepare a master plan for Badger Prairie County Park that considers proposed expansions to the Badger 
Home facility, incorporation of bicycle-pedestrian trail from Cross Country Road to CTH MV, and the 
new library and entrance to the park. 

• Prepare a master plan for Token Creek County Park that considers an alternative entrance to the park 
from the southeast. 

• Prepare a master plan for Stewart Lake County Park that considers future access and park expansion to 
STH 78. 

• Prepare a master plan for the newly-acquired Sunnyside property within the Black Earth Creek Natural 
Resource Area that identifies future acquisition areas, location and extent of public access to the prop­
erty, and proposed recreational use of the property. 

• Prepare a master plan for Brigham County park that considers future boundary and facility expansion, in-

Enjoying the trails at Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy. 

DANE COUNTY PARKS & OPEN SPACE PLAN 2006-2011 



LAND ACQUISITION 

Lands identified in this Plan for acquisition are purchased through the Dane County Conservation Fund. The 
Conservation Fund is comprised of two funds known as the "Old" and "New". The Old Conservation Fund 
was established in 1990 to preserve natural, recreational, and cultural resource lands in Dane County. 

In April of I 999, 75% of voters county-wide approved a measure to triple the monies available for land acqui­
sition with an additional $30 million over IO years in a "New" Conservation Fund. The framework for the 
New Conservation Fund was outlined in an Open Space Referendum Agreement between the Madison Area 
Builders Association, Realtors Association of South Central Wisconsin and Dane County Executive Kathleen 
Falk. 

Monies for land acquisition in both the Old and New Conservation Funds are allocated on an annual basis 
through the Dane County budget approval process. These monies are spent primarily on the acquisition of 
land or property interests (e.g. conservation easements), including miscellaneous costs such as appraisals, title 
insurance, surveys, and site preparation Summary of the annual Conservation Fund budget through 2006: 

Year 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

View of lands procecced by Conservacion Easements from Indian 1997 
Lake Councy Park. 

1998 

Due the opportunistic nature of the land acquisi- 1999 

tion process, specific acquisitions are not identi- 2000 
fied as priorities in this Plan. However, emphasis 

2001 will be placed on the following project areas over 
the next five years: 2002 

2003 
• Ice Age National Scenic Trail, particularly the 

Festge County Park to Indian Lake County 2004 

Park segment. 2005 
• Door Creek Wetlands Natural Resource 2006 

Area 

• Brigham County Park to Military Ridge State Totals 

Trail. 

• Opportunities that result from the planning 
projects identified under Park Planning on the 
previous page. 
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Dane County Conservation Fund 

ANNUAL ALLOCATIONS 1990 - 2006 

"Old" Fund "New" Fund Annual Total 

$ 500,000 $ 500,000 

$ 700,000 $ 700,000 

$ 700,000 $ 700,000 

$ 550,000 $ 550,000 

$ 865,000 $ 865,000 

$ 1,700,000 $ 1,700,000 

$ 1,215,000 $ 1,215,000 

$ 1,000,000 $ 1,000,000 

$ 1,300,000 $ 1,300,000 

$ 1,400,000 $ 1,400,000 

$ 846,500 $ 4,000,000 $ 4,846,500 

$ 746,600 $ 3,000,000 $ 3,746,600 

$ 646,600 $ 3,000,000 $ 3,646,600 

$ 646,600 $ 2,750,000 $ 3,396,600 

$ 500,000 $ 2,000,000 $ 2,500,000 

$ 646,600 $ 3,000,000 $ 3,646,000 

$ 646,600 $ 5,000,000 $ 5,646,000 

$ 14,609,500 $ 22,750,000 $ 37,358,300 



OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

Budgetary resources for park operations have been decreasing as the percentage of general appropriation 
(tax) dollars becomes increasingly scarce and as costs of labor, fuel, utilities and supplies continue to rise. 
There has also been a trend in recent years toward reduction of operation and maintenance staff due to re­
tirements and budget cuts. 

Traditional revenue sources have been tied to facility use and recreation activities such as camping, shelter 
rentals, lake access, trail use, disc golf and dog exercise areas. Historically, these permit and rental revenues 
have been used to offset but not allowed to exceed the actual maintenance costs for each associated activity. 
With the afore mentioned budget and staffing constraints, exploration of the following options could be con­
sidered: establishing a general park access permit required of motorized vehicles entering the park to raise 
additional revenues from all user groups; land rental or leases; and timber harvesting and other resource 
management practices that are sustainable and compatible with park ecosystems. Future budgeting for the 
parks division should consider the increasing costs associated with development and maintenance of recrea­
tional activities and use areas on newly-acquired lands. 

To gain increased efficiency in park operations, high intensity recreation use and maintenance areas should be 
designed and developed to be within close proximity of each other and easily accessible. Examples of this 
practice include facility development at Capital Springs State Recreation Area and Token Creek County Park, 
where layout of activity areas such as campgrounds, shelters, lake access points, dog exercise areas, trails and 
disc golf allows for the most efficient supervision of facilities while reducing transportation and labor costs. 
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PARINERSt--llP FUNDING PROGRAMS 

Conservation Fund Grant Program 
Twenty percent of the annual Conservation Fund appropriation is set aside for grants to local units of gov­
ernment and non-profit conservation organizations for acquisition of lands identified in the Dane County 
Parks & Open Space Plan. Successful applicants are eligible to receive up to I 00% of the acquisition cost in 
addition to reimbursement on approved related costs such, as appraisals, surveys, title work, etc. The pro­
gram began in 2000 and is overseen by the Conservation Fund Grant Advisory Committee. In the first years 
of the program, partnerships with over 20 organizations have been formed to protect nearly 2,000 acres. 

Park Partner Match 
The Dane County Park Partner Match Program was established in 2000 to provide funding to local units of 
government for park development projects. Dane County encourages project proposals that will enhance 
community parks and better provide for the recreational needs of Dane County citizens. Construction of 
playground equipment, benches, trails, picnic tables, driveways and parking access are examples of eligible 
projects. Dane County intends to build upon the existing program to ensure that funds are utilized to the full­
est extent. The County will take steps to increase the awareness of the program among local units of gov­
ernment to maximize the number of grant proposals. In addition, the County will strive to allocate grant 
funds more effectively by developing a ranking criteria for project proposals. 

Scheidegger Grant Program 
Upon his passing in 200 I, Walter R. Scheidegger left a bequest to the Dane County Parks Commission for 
the purpose of acquiring, developing and maintaining park lands in the areas surrounding the communities of 
Riley, Verona, and Mt. Vernon. The Dane County Parks Commission established the Walter R. Scheidegger 
Trust Funding Program to carry out the intent of Mr. Scheidegger's gift. Local units of government and non­
profit organizations are eligible for dollars from the Walter R. Scheidegger Trust Fund. These funds may be 
spent on buying land or interests in land, development costs, or other park capital improvements in the areas 
surrounding the communities of Riley, Verona and Mt. Vernon. Funding requests will be reviewed by the 
County on an individual basis. 
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SUMMARY 

The recent Parks merger with Land Conservation and Lakes and Watershed offers both opportunities and 
challenges. Identifying strategies to maintain open and current communication lines among operations, plan­
ning, adult conservation team, land acquisition and naturalist staff will be critical to the success of the new or­
ganizational structure. 

With continued support and existence of the Dane County Conservation Fund, Dane County Parks will have 
the financial capacity to continue protecting important natural, historical and cultural resources while improv­
ing water quality and natural environments. This plan should be considered a general guide for future acquisi­
tion, planning, development and management of the park system over the next five years, with more specific 
decisions being carried out within day to day operations of the Land and Water Resources Department. 

As park acreage continues to increase and the number of developed trails and park areas rises, it will be in­
creasingly important to have a solid foundation of volunteer help to draw from through the Adult Conserva­
tion T earn. Also, increasing public outreach and environmental education to schools and the County as a 
whole will be critical to instilling a sense of Countywide ownership in the park system and maintaining long­
term sustainability of the Dane County Parks division. 
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• • • Proposed Bicycle Pedestrian Ferry 

- Existing Bicycle/Pedestrian Trails 

- Existing Ice Age National Scenic Trail 

Park Commission Lands & Project Areas 
that Intersect Existing/Proposed Trails 

- Recreation Park 

Forest' 

Historical/Cultural Site 

Natural Resou~ce Area Boundary (NRAB) 

Ice Age National Scenic Trail Corridor 

Proposed Off-Road Bicycle Pedestrian Trails 

1. Token Creek Co. Park to Riley Deppe Co. Park 
2. Georgia O'Keefe Trail 
3. McCarthy Co. Park to Lake Kegonsa State Park 
4. McCarthy Co. Park Connector Trail 
5. Capital City Connector Trail 
6. Blooming Grove Drumlin/Door Creek Park Trail 
7. Lower Yahara River Trail 
8. Kegonsa Loop (includes on-road segments) 
9. Stoughton to Oregon Trail 
10. Oregon to Captital Springs Trail 
11. Fitchburg/Oregon Rail Trail 
12. Oregon to Badger State Trail 
13. Sugar River Trail 
14. Sugar River to Mount Horeb Trail 
15. Black Earth Creek to Pope Farm Park to 

Badger Prairie Co. Park 
16. Black Earth Creek Trail 
17. Mazomanie to Sauk City Rail Trail 
18. Highway 12 Connector Trail 
19. Indian Lake Spur Trail 
20. North Mendota Trail 
21. Upper Yahara River Trail 
22. DeForest to Sun Prairie Trail 
23. Starkweather Creek Trail 
24. Glacial Drumlin to Rockdale Trail 
25. Blue Mounds Loop 

Water Trails** 

A. Koshkonong Creek E. Badfish Creek 
B. Maunesha River F. Sugar River 
C. Starkweather Creek G. Black Earth Creek 
D. Yahara Chain 
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• Dane County Park Commission does not own Madison School Forest 

•• More detailed waler trail information can be found at 
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