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• History of Prairie Moraine  
 
• Vegetation Goals/Master Plan 
 
• Volunteer restoration efforts supported by Dane 

County Parks 
 

• Vegetation Plan 

Prairie Moraine Vegetation Management 
Public Information Meeting 

Wednesday October 10, 2018 6:30pm 
Verona Public Library 500 Silent St. Verona, WI 53593 
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Natural History of Prairie Moraine 



Natural History of Prairie Moraine 



Prairie Moraine County Park 

1995 



Prairie Moraine County Park 

1995 



2006 

Prairie Moraine County Park 



Prairie Moraine 
Invasive Exotic Species 



Wild Lupine 

Natural History of Prairie Moraine 

Pasque Flower 



• Land in Dane County ownership since 1880 
• 1880s-1930s: leper colony and poor farm 
• 1930s-1970s: leased for grazing, too rocky to plow 
• 1987: Dane County incorporates IAT as principal element of 

 Parks and Open Space Plan. 
• 1993: Transferred to Dane County Parks for Ice Age Trail 

Dane County Hospital – Home 



Prairie Moraine Dog Park and 
Ice Age Trail Segment Open – 1995  

Immediate Management Challenges 



Master Plan Process 

2 year process, 4 Public info meetings, 
many meetings with stakeholders, staff, 
landowners, volunteers, and special 
interest groups 

5 Guiding Objectives 
 
• Create additional off leash areas in 

park and region to lessen impacts on 
park. 
 

• Protect natural and geologic 
resources, including viewsheds. 
 

• Provide sufficient parking 
 

• Maintain positive relationships with 
neighboring landowners 
 

• Create park environment that allows 
co-existence of off-leash area, IAT 
corridor, and vegetation restoration. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
• Vegetation Management 
     Restoration of natural communities 
     Exotic species control 

2002 Master Plan 



Restore and sustain the natural communities of Dane County Park 
lands to the highest standard while helping to foster within people a 
deeper connection to our natural resources and an understanding for 
the principles and practices of land stewardship. 
 
Core values: 
• Ecosystem Recovery 

  Restoration of ecosystem integrity, resiliency, and functionality. 
  Sensitive and declining species restoration.  
  Invasive species control. 
 

• Land Stewardship Education 
  Training the next generation of land stewards. 
  Connecting people to the land and waters of Dane County. 
  Instilling a sense of wonder and appreciation for the natural world. 

Natural Areas Program 

Mission 



• Fall: Seed Collection, Processing, Planting 
• Winter: Invasive Tree and Brush Removal 
• Spring: Prescribed Burning 
• Summer: Invasive Weed Control 

Natural Areas Program 



Natural Areas Program 

• Annual Volunteer Work Plans 
• Training/Enrichment Opportunities 
• Guidance and Direction 
• Tools and Supplies 
• Natural Area Vegetation Plans 

Empowering Volunteers 



Natural Areas Program 

Vegetation Plans 

• Broad vision/goals 
• Specific objectives 
• Map of natural communities 
• Noteworthy resources and unique opportunities. 
• Threats/concerns 
• Management recommendations 
• Maintenance plan 
• Volunteer opportunities  
 

Provide Your Input 



Lars Higdon 
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Comments and Questions 

mailto:higdon.lars@countyofdane.com
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