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1. Introduction

Dane County Parks Friends Groups play a vital role in enhancing the visitor experience through
interpretive and informational signage. This manual provides guidance on the signage request
process, design standards, installation, and funding opportunities.

The purpose of this Manual is to provide guidance to Dane County Parks Friends Groups in their
process of designing, purchasing, and installing interpretive signs within the county park
system.

2. Funding Opportunities

Dane County Parks offers grant opportunities that Friends Groups can be used to help cover
signage. These can be found on our website at:
https://www.danecountyparks.com/grants/friends-of-dane-county-parks-grant-program

3. Signage Request Process

All signs initial concepts, content, and placement locations must be reviewed and approved by
Dane County Parks staff. Please follow the steps below at the beginning of your signage project
to ensure a smooth process:

1. Concept Review: Submit a draft concept of the proposed sign(s), content, and location(s)
for review before beginning your project.

2. Design Development: Work with a professional designer to develop the sign or request a
predesigned interpretive panel template (refer to Section 5 below).

3. Draft Review: Submit completed designs to staff for review.
Final Review: Submit completed designs to staff for final approval

5. Installation: Work with Dane County Parks staff to install signs or coordinate self-
installation.

4. Content

Friends Groups may request to create an informational sign about their group or an interpretive
sign to help educate visitors about the property’s history or special features and to foster a


https://www.danecountyparks.com/grants/friends-of-dane-county-parks-grant-program

sense of place. Interpretive signs should focus on a single theme, point of interest, or historical
feature. The goal is to educate visitors while keeping the message clear and engaging. A well-
designed sign balances text, images, diagrams, and graphic design, following the “3-30-3” rule:

e 3 seconds to grab attention,
e 30 seconds for an engaged reader,
¢ 3 minutes for those highly interested.

Layout/Design Criteria: Signs should contain 1/3 graphics, 1/3 text, and 1/3 blank space, use
high-contrast colors, and matte finish. A website shall be used to check colors and
accessibility for those visually impaired. An example would be: https://www.vischeck.com

5. Types of Signs and Fabrication

. Kiosk Panels

Some parks have 2 or 3-sided kiosks that provide park property information for visitors. Space
within these kiosks is limited but Friends Groups may apply for one side of the kiosk. The panel
developed must fill the whole area. Panels can have empty space on them for Friends Group
posters and announcements (example below) but this space must be kept current by the
Friends Group. Panels that are not maintained may be removed at any time by park staff.

The example panel below is available as an Adobe lllustrator file that friends can take to a
designer to modify. It includes a space for posting two 8.5x11 sheets of papers for upcoming
events.

Lussier Family Heritage Center
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION & OUTOOOR RECREATION CENTER

ing Programs



https://www.vischeck.com/

Panel Dimensions: 47.5” x 47.5” with a 2-inch outer margin
that will be covered by the kiosk frame (see example
to right).

= 2" Frame

Panel Fabrication: DiBond with UV protection laminate; Visible Area 43.5"x 43.5"

include anti-graffiti if the panel will not be covered by a kiosk

panel door.

Total Panel Size 47.5" x 47.5"

Local Vendor Examples:

Signs by Tomorrow
Phone: (608) 246-9663
Email: sales@sbtmadison.com

Budget Signs
Phone: (608) 238-9080
Email: info@budgetsignsmadison.com

1. Trailside Interpretive or Point-of-interest Signs

Panel Dimensions: typically sized at 36” wide by 24” high.

Installation: To the extent possible, interpretive signs
should be placed at or along developed trails or facilities
that are ADA accessible. Signs should also be placed in a way
that they don’t detract from the natural setting or create too
much sign clutter. Location needs to be approved by Dane
County Parks.

The bottom edge of the sign should be set at 32” and angled

at 30 to 45 degrees. 27” of clear space from the ground
should remain under a sign for wheelchair clearance.

In areas of cultural significance where ground disturbance
may be a concern, discuss alternative sign installation
options with park staff.

Sign Fabrication: frameless 1/2" Exterior CHPL (Custom High
Pressure Laminate) with stainless steel threaded inserts w/
security bolts for attaching to a metal plate with a sleeve



mailto:sales@sbtmadison.com

that attaches to a 4” x 4” wood post. Signs should be printed through Fossil Graphics. Signs are
mounted to a 16x20 mount plate that can be purchased through BestEx Signs. The plate
includes product specifications that can be sent to Fossil Graphics, along with your sign file, so

they know exactly where to install the security bolts.

ll.  Wildlife Box Signs

V. Dane County Parks offers a selection of predesigned wildlife box signs that could be
used throughout the park system. Groups installing a wildlife box sign must use one of these
templates vs designing their own. This creates consistency across the park system. A variety of
options are available.

. 8.5 x 11" Metal Sign
Purp]e Ma.rtln These signs will have two mounting holes drilled into the
Nesting Site

sign for mounting (unless otherwise requested). A friends
group logo can be added to the sign before printing. Sign

Purple Martins are native songbirds
that rely almost entirely on human-provided

housing east of the Rockies. Once nesting in 1

natural cavities, they have adapted over time to templates can be VIeWEd ﬂ'
use gourds and martin houses,
making these structures
essential for their survival.

Dane County Parks would order the sign and the sponsoring
organization would be responsible for installing the sign and

As aerial insect-eaters, they
help control mosquitoes,
flies, and other flying
insects. 3 . . . :

+ reimbursing Dane County Parks for the printing costs.
Dane County Parks
volunteer wildlife
monitors help to install,
monitor, clean, and
maintain these houses.

‘ ‘ The cost of the signs is $100. Please indicate in your
Concept Review request if you would like to use one of the

existing templates.

4x6” Metal Mini Plaque
Blue Bird These signs will have two mounting holes drilled into the sign for
. . mounting and are sized to fit on a 4x4 post. These cannot be
Nestlng Site customized before printing. Sign templates can be viewed here.
Bluebirds nest in tree

cavities made by Dane County Parks would order the sign and the sponsoring
woodpeckers or decay, but

these are disappearing with organization would be responsible for installing the sign and

habitat loss. N b ff . . -
s:fe';?te?::tivzf oxes orer reimbursing Dane County Parks for the printing costs.

Dane County Parks . . .. .
volunteer wildlife monitors The cost of the signs is $50. Please indicate in your Concept

2 12 Il [ ehlisel Review request if you would like to use one of the existing
clean, and maintain these
houses. templates.

Learn more about Wildlife Monitoring
in Dane County Parks at:

2 Duns
/ Cainey
| £ Parks
L
\‘,_':"_;' www.danecountyparks.comfvolunteer
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAGzEziwfW0/cWxhV3u7LkPdZqC0qUwaCA/view?utm_content=DAGzEziwfW0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf1dbddff53
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG0AYc2b3I/IxznrTcW6sAu_dqs_UZk4A/view?utm_content=DAG0AYc2b3I&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h1acaad1e3c

V. Predesigned Interpretive Panels

Dane County Parks offers a selection of predesigned trailside, post-mounted interpretive
panels that could be used throughout the park system. These professionally designed
templates ensure consistency across parks while allowing for minor customizations to fit
specific needs. Staff can make small tweaks to these templates for the sponsoring
organizations, contingent upon staff workload.

Dane County Parks would order it and install the sign and the sponsoring organization would be
responsible for reimbursing Dane County Parks for the printing and installation costs.

The cost of the signs is $1000. The panels are 24” x 36”. Please indicate in your Concept Review
request if you would like to use one of the existing templates.

The following templates can be modified and printed by Dane County Parks upon request:

Pollinator Garden — Highlights the importance of pollinators and native plants.

. Pollinators are animals that visit flowering plants and transfer pollen
Small Garden, Bi g Im pact i v ek 5 i lont s SUACEERS s v
pollinators include bees, butterfiies, moths, flawer flies, beetles,
Packed with native plants, this small garden offers essential food hummingbirds, and in some parts of the southwestern U.S. and
and nesting habitat for pollinators and other wildlife. These plants M, neaulrTeed g baEThree ol Rl e workdx I weron
plants and about 35 percent of the world's food crops depend on
also help stormwater soak into the ground, keeping our waters clean e M

and healthy. Once established, well-designed native gardens are
low-maintenance—thriving without fertilizers, watering, mulching,
or chemicals—making them a win for you and the environment. SUPPORTING POLLINATORS AT HOME

’ Choose Native Plants
Saloct plants th nd o
have.

' Stand quietly for a fow minutes and
7 observethe garden. What species are
visiting the garden and what are they
doing?

,,  www.dosscountyporks.com

o ciiagameczirts o
T a6z v cat sy




Prairie Ecosystem — Explains prairie habitats, key species, and their ecological role.

Woodla nd Ecos stem The wooded areas within the park are classified as oak opening, cak
y woodland, mesic forest, and southern dry-mesic forest and are largely
5 . comprised of Bur and Black Oak, Shagbark Hickory, and Sugar Maple. Other
b g : W interspersed trees include Black Cherry, Hackberry, and White pine. The
& m ) ~ . B Arthur Sholts Memorial Woods is a planted forest stand from 1957 providing
o Y ; excellent habitat, especially winter cover.

1. Bur Oak
2. Black Ok
3. Blue Jay
4. Screech Owl
5. White Pine
6. Red Headed Woodpecker
7.Tree Swallow
8. Jack-in-the-Pulpit
9. Wiid Geranium
10. Red Trilllum
1. Yellow Trout Lily
W 12. Sensitive Forn
¥ 13. sugar Maple
14. Honeysuckle®
15. Buckthorn®
6. Garlic Mustard®
7. Dame's Rocket *

“Invasive plant

_  Canyou hear
< woodpeckers

Each species has thelr own beat.
Woodpeckers drum to find Insect
meals, claim territory, or attract
ry and spot holes left by
wo kers as you trave
through the woods!

o
Translations Avalable ANDERSON PARK

S —y

Parks
et

;[:;',, www.danecountyparks.com

Woodland Ecosystem — Describes forested areas, native flora, and fauna.

P r q i r i e E c o s s t e m Prairies are temperate grassiands made up of mostly native
y grasses, sedges, and flowering plants. Tallgrass prairies are

———— among the most and natural
i in the Midwest and the world. Most native prairies found today in
. Wisconsin are small remnants that are less than 10 acres in size.

1. Soll Blology
2. Bumblebee

3. Wood Mint

4. White Wild Indigo
5. Lead Plant

6. Stiff Gentlan

7. Common Milkweed

pan Y, g 4 ¢ 8. Little Bluestem

9. Goldfinch
10. Bobolink

. Grasshopper Sparrow

12, Cup Plant

R T— 13, Wild Parsnip*

14. Burdock*

15, Dickcissel

Can you spot a bird
nesting box in the
prairle? These support
@ number of species,
including Kestrel, Blue
Bird, Chickadee,
House Wrens and Tree
Swallows.

Pame www.danecountyparks.com
é,‘f:i e m..,.[,,...,..m, ANDERSDH PARK




Additionally, staff worked with Swink, a local design company, to develop templates for interpretive
panels that commonly appear in our park system. These templates are available in an Adobe Illustrator
format and can be given to a professional designer at the start of your project to help reduce design
costs and provide signage consistency throughout our park system. Sponsoring organizations are not
required to these templates but they are a resource that is available.

Historical Timeline of the Property — Showcases the history of a park or site through key
events and milestones.

T . I .
imeline Moo e ey ER e
F the Anderson Translations Available
of 84 tied on Toreat - the bagAINGS of the

Tiealine Scale: 1inch + 7 yoars

The land on which Anderson Ferm Park now

Ho-Chunk st mambers were forced wesi ta The Belait anc Maison Raiioad fatsr Dane Couny
ol Thteamint s i s = ik o Ercoga a8 it e i
of reaties. Dospite the repeatac efforts af - L axtonded the line theough the vilsge, Andarson Farm Park
Sottrs and the U, gavernment o expel them ghving Oragan (hen knomn as Rome wes osablahed
g th 196 century, Ho-Chuk peorle ‘Cornecs)an advantage over the outing Andarion Parc
persisted, endured. and continue to live hers - = | semements oregon was an mooctam Friends. Inc. wes akso
Teejop [the Four Lakes region| - — nucheus of trade, @ shipping pomt for established 10 help

Ao ik oo Bvestock to the Cracago market. care for the park.
moraine from the st major glacatin

Restoration and Stewardship — highlights restoration being done at the park with a spotlight
on the Friends Group.

Restoration and Stewardship

The land on which Anderson Farm Park now sits was continuously inhabited for at least 12,000 years and

would not be what it is today without past and present stewardship efforts. Staff and volunteers are STEWARDSHIP -
currently working to restore the park to six primary natural Oak Oak

Woodland, Southern Dry-Mesic Forest, Mesic Forest, Mesic Prairie and Southern Sedge Meadow.

Anderson Park Friends Inc. is a non-profit
organization that works with Dane County
Parks o dovelop, protect, presorve, and
enhance beautiful Anderson Farm County Park.

RESTORATION EFFORTS

There are many ways you can support their
efforts! Join them at one of their family-friendly
events, volunteer your time at a restoration
wotkday, of support their efforts financially by
becoming a member.

Learn more at
www.andersonparkfriends.org

&', www.danecountyparks.com ﬂ
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Property History — highlights previous occupants of the land and historical information.

Anderson Family History

Anderson Farm County Park is named after former Dane County Board

Supervisor Lyman F. Anderson who was active in town, county and state
government for over four decades. Lyman lived and farmed his entire life on
this land and was legendary for championing family farming. Lyman’s wife,
Patricia Anderson, sold the family farm and land to Dane County in 2009. The
public can enjoy this community park that honors Lyman's memory and
preserves the land’s beauty and agricultural heritage.

FARMING

After glaciers retreated from the area 15,000 years ago, prairies flaurished and created deep, rich topsail that was perfect for
agriculture. Generations of Anderson family women helped run the farm, often in adeition o outside jobs.

ARTHUR SHOLTS MEMORIAL WOODDS -

THE BEGINNINES OF A FUTURE PARK

Patricia and Lyman Anderson

In the early 1960's Pat started & small business delivering eggs to local households in Oregon. This grew into
what would become Lucky's Pouliry Ranch. Al ils peak, the 9,000 laying hens praduced eggs for many local
restaurants, gracery stores and family housenalds in the Madison area. Pat was Invalved with all aspects of
farm life alongside her husband Lyman wha was a champion of family farming. Pal also worked for the
‘Wisconsin Department of Natural Rescurces for 25 years and was involved with various community groups

Mary Sholts Anderson and Frank Anderson - Lyman's Parents In 1947, Arthur H. Sholts Jr. Mary's brother, passed away
Mary and Frank lived on the farm across from what is now the dog park. Mary had enarmous vegetable and Mary and her family wanted to memorialize Arthur in 3 way
flower gardens and was stil active In milking cows at the age of 70. She taught German, English and that embodiad the family valuas of conarvation and
Mathematics at Oregon High School and also taught plana lessans to many lacal youth e i

Pat Anderson, with help from local boy scouts, planted
more than 11,000 trees and shrubs on a 14-acre plot to
establish the Arthur Sholts Memarial Woods. This forest

Alma Ames Sholts and Arthur H. Sholts Sr. - Lyman’s Grandparents was the beginning of the park you see taday.

Alma was a farm wie involved in all of the farming activities as well as teaching al the lacal one room
sehoolhouse. Arthur farmed and worked in education as well s being active In local and state palitics as a
member of the Town of Oregon Boerd and Wisconsin State Assembly.

Pane www.danecountyparks.com
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